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Salire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Porer. 
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A WORD OR TWO TO THE RADICALS, TO MR. 
CANNING, AND TO THE BOROUGHMONGERS. 
BY SIR C. WOLSELEY. 


To THE RapicaLs,—You must be somewhat amazed 
at the sudden meekness and amiability of the “ great 
men” of this wonderfu .y happy land: you wouid hardly 
have thought they would have been so very contented 
with the kicks and cuffs of the Bourbon race: and the in- 
sults and scorn, with which they are treated by the Holy 
Allies! Can you not penetrate this mystery? They are 
afraid of you. They dare not wag their fingers against 
any foreign enemy, lest you should take advantage of 
their movements abroad. They dare not put one foot for- 
ward, for fear you should trip up the other, ard leave 
them sprawling under their ‘“ big blessing,’ the precious 
debt. They fear you more than they fear anything, but 
the loss of their places; and they hate you worse than 
they hate anything uponearth. They know you are still 
the same body, which scarcd them in 1817 and 1819, 

No. 22, Vol. XI. 
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Keep a sharp look out a-head, as the sailors say, or yew 
will see the Britannia towed into a French port by your 
prectous masters; under the pretence of keeping the 
mighty mass” snug and safe. They would rather sink 
the ship, than let you overhaul the purser’s accounts? Be 
on the alert, there will be strange work presently. Use 
your eyes carefully at present ; and keep your other facul- 
ties ready for use when wanted.—‘ A word to the 
wise !” 

To Mr. CanninG,—A word in your ear, good Master 
Secretary! Where are “ your gibes, your jeers, and 
and your merriment’ now ¢ You were accustomed to set 
St. Stephens in a roar, with your quirks and your quid- 
dities against reform! What, not a jest left to throw at 
it? Not an arrow left in the quiver, which it was boasted 
was inexhaustible ? Has the French cabinet beaten every 
spark of wit out of your composition ? Duped and mock- 
ed, and paltered with by the Holy Alliance; having 
given Spain to France, as your mad predecessor did 
Naples to Austria:—After having been laughed at as a 
make-game in every court on the continent—yon are be- 
ginning to court “ the mod,” to induce them to help you 
aut of the mre. Forshame! go to the respectable part 
of society ; goto the “ weight of property,’ and ask 
that to carry you through your difficulties. You will meet 
with no mobs in England to cheer you, for suffering the 
the Inquisition and a despotic power to be re-established 
in Spain! The mob of England will neither cry, “ long 
live an absolute king,’’ or such a minister as you; we are 
not the bigots here to roar, ‘“ death to the nation,” and 
down with commerce! Cries which preceded Ferdinand, 
to the murder of the brave, the good Riego! Are you 
quite innocent of his blood ? Have you not been for weeks, 
certain that his murder was intended : and did you make 
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one attempt to prevent the perpetration of so foul a crime? 
if yon have, I will endeavour to esteem you, in spite of 
the many reasons whic! forbid me. I will pardon you 
many follies, if you are free from this reproach !—How 
feel the Cabinet, your right honourable self, aud your 
right honourable colleagues, at the ‘‘ POLITICAL NULLI- 
TY!’ as the French call it, te whieh you have reduced 
England! Queen Mary, was so affected at the loss of 
Calais that she said, “* the name of that place would be 
found engraven on her heart, when she died.”” You stand 
a fair chance of losing Dover ; and probably if it were 
seized upon by the Bourbons, you would console us with 
the reflection, tnat it was not more dishonourable to us, 
than our possession of Calais was to the French. You 
are an excellent sophist, but even your stock of sophistry 
will hardly suffice for the demands which will be made 
upon it. You have in spite of the coward’s policy—neu- 
trality—got on to the verge ofa sea of troubles, on which 
you must embark ; and with fear for your pilot, and self 
interest for your compass—I wish you a pleasant voyage ; 
but no more speaking, I pray ye. The Bourbon ministers 
will hear you, and one laconic inquiry, whether you were 
biting your thumbs at them, night scare “* tke council” 
into hysterics. 

To THE BoROUGH-MONGERS,—Well, “ most reverend, 
grave and potent Seignors,’”’ how is it with you? Your 
champion is chop-fallen—not a word to throw away in 
your favor. How do you keep up your spirits? Will the 
Constitution, “as by law established,’ last out your time? 
Are you content with “ things as they are?’ Hang 
it, do not put the fool’s-esp on your own heads, 
and bleat so much like bell-wethers! You have 
delivered Europe once ! It only wants delivering 
again!! And although there is no knowing how fre- 
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quently it may be pregnant with evil to you, you cannot 
refuse to father you: own progeny. Pluck up a heart then. 
Down you must go! There is no ke'ping that; but it 
may not happen forsome few months yet. In the interim, 
“eat, drink, and be merry,” but keep a sharp look out 
after the Poachers, or they will get all your “ Pheasants 
and your Hares.” ’Tis very hard, that having borne 
with the Bourbons so long, they will not bear a little with 
you in return; but they are strong, you are weak. Their 
system is new, yours is old. You are the earthen vessel, 
they the iron one. You are floating down the same stream, 
and cannot avoid being brought in contact—then you 
must infallibly be dashed to pieces. I pity you, sincerely ; 
not for wha‘ you are, or will be; because your blindness, 
and audacious persistence in error, deserve all that can 
befal you—but beeause you have not had sense enough to 
perceive, how little, and how transitory is your power; 
compared with the greatness and durability of the state, 
which an able honesty on your part might have confirmed. 


C. WOLSELEY. 
Nov. 22d, 1823. 




















NEW APPLICATION OF THE RIOT ACT. 





The readers of the Dwarf may remember that Richard 
Fountayne Wilson, Hsquire, has been lately extolled as 
a very miracle of benevolence, and anxiety for the termi- 
nation of the dispute about Easter Offerings, and small 
tithes, in the parish of Leeds :—and he is said to have 
actually offered to advance one half of the money required 
to buy them up, and secure a good annuity to the priest 
in lieu of them, if the town of Leeds will give the other 
half. Now, we will not say, that any arrangement had 
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heen entered into between this gentleman and the priest, 
by which the proposed annuily was estimated at twice 
the amount of the offerings, which were diminishing very 
rapidly in value; and that the priest would be very glad 
to secure the half of the annuity, from the town subscrip- 
tions, and return Mr. Wilson the splendid batt which he 
had lent him:—but a recent circumstance, induces us to 
believe that Mr. Wilson is not aiwéys inclined to settle 
diffurences, in so benevolent a manner as the gra:.d do- 
nation was intended to make people suppose him. When 
our readers have perused the fcilowing paragraph from 
the York Courant of the 18th inst. they will compretiend 
our meaning : 


“WNARESBOROUGH WEAVERS. —Notwithstanding these 
poor men have been eighteen weeks out of employment, 
and thoueh thousands have sometimes attended their 
nightly meetings, yet, greatly to their own credit and to 
the vencral peace of the town, not any outrage has hither- 
19 been committed, with the exception ofa few boys stop- 
ping a cart,as mentioned in a former paper. It had been 
generally understood, that so long as the peace of the 
town remained undisturbed, the ‘magistrates wished to 

avoid interfering in this nnhappy dissension ; bat on F.i- 
day evening week, that active magistrate, Richard Foun- 
tayne Wils: an, Esq. mede his appearance ai the meeting; 
and took out of his pocket the riot act, which le was about 
to read, cautioning those about him to di perse within 
fifteen minutes after he had dene so. The poor weavers 
received this com-uunication with the strictest propriety ; 
they informed the magistrate, they were not aware of 
doing any wrong, that “they were far from wishing to 
break the peace, but that as it was his plcasure that ‘they 
should separate, they would save him the trouble of read- 
ing the Proclamation, and scecrdingly they quietly and 
instantly dispersed. W hether this was a wise proceeding 
on the part of Mr. Wi'son remains to be seen; hitherto 
the weavers (who be it remembered have not turned out 
for an advance of wages) have done every thing openly, 
but since Friday pravate mectings have been: held. The 
masters continue to hold their roetings es usual, but we 
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have not heard, that éhey bave been honored with a visit 
by the worthy magistrate.’’ 
Thisis shewing as decent a regard for the interests of these 
poor fellows ascan be expected from a magistrate. ‘There was 
no riot,—no apprehension of riot. Mr. Wilson does not ap- 
pear to have provided himself with the affidavits of acouple 
of knaves ox fools, that they were apprehensive of danger. 
The weavers have not taken any stand against their mas- 
ters; they have not demanded any advance. ‘The mas- 
ters have taken a stand against the weavers, and reduced 
the wages, at a time when Mr. Canning and his colleagues 
tells us that manufactures are in the most flourishing state. 
The weavers, not finding they: had more than they could 
eat before, attempt to maintain their old wages by refusing 
to work for less. They meet quietly to arrange their own 
business, fora great number of times. ‘They separate as 
Peaceably as the reform meetings used to separate; and 
to the mercenary calculations of their masters, they op- 
pose their personal power of hving under almost 
a privation of food. And Mr Wilson, the benevolent 
Mr. Wilson, instead of going to the meetings of the mas- 
ters, who are engaged in an actual conspirucy to starve 
the weavers into compliance, at the hazard of endanger- 
ing the publi peace; goes amongst the poor victims of 
this conspiracy, and threatens to read the riot act, if they 
do not immediately disperse, It would have beco me Mr. 
Wilson much better, asa magistrate, to have taken the part 
of the weak azainst the strong ; and to have broken the con- 
spiracy of the masters against the comforts of the work- 
men, by recommending the parish officers to have assisted 
the weavers, until the conspiracy skould have been put 
an end to. When the workmen demand any advance, 
the masters may have a right to stand upon the 
defensive ; but when they take their stand against the 
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men by an attempt at reduction, the case is materially 
altered ; and the riot dct is far more appliable to the mas- 
ters than to the men! Richard Fountayne Wilson, how- 
ever, who has so much charity for the Vicar of Leeds, has 
none at all for the poor weavers ; and should their masters 
determine not to employ them, except upon the condition 
of their working for half-price, we suppose Mr. Wilson 
would run ‘or the rvot act, if they meet to consider whe- 
ther they should be starved with work, or without it— 
for this is the only choice which will shortly be left td 
free born Britons in this envy and admiration of the world! 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 








Ve have inserted to day another essay on the question of popu- 
lation, to which we shall briefly reply in our next number. 

We recommend to our Edinburgh readers, a very sensible and 
modestly written tract, called a“ Preliminary Address from the 
“ President of the Edinburgh Freethinkers’ Zetetie Sucicty to the 
“ Moderator of the church of Scotland; intended as the basis of 
“an overture fur a union!” We have not now space for the ex- 
tracts we purposed making ; but will give a few in our next number. 
The whole essay is well worthy of the perusal of the most devout 
Christian : as he will find only an appeal to his candour, charity; 


and good sense, 











Uetters of the Black Dwarf. 








From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 





MURDER OF RIEGO! 





FRIEND OF MY HEART, 
The most afflicting inteligence that could be penned, to 
souls capable of feeling, is the subject upon which I am 


ovtedlt.. 
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now addressing thee—the murder of Don Rafael del Riego. 
It sets aside all other topics of consideration. It absorbs 
all minor griefs. This master sorrow, “ like Aaron’s ser- 
pent swallows up the rest.’”” Every man’s bosom is thiob- 
bing with indignation. Even the veriest panders of des- 
potic power, exeept one, blush at the guilt of the murde- 
rers ofthis gallant chieftain. That one excepted is a Dr, 
Stoadard, alias Dr. Slop. so called at his second christen- 
ing, and the name sticks to him with as much pertina- 
city as his want of character. He alone in this land of 
mingled virtue, and follies, }as dared to laugh outright, 
with the exultfation of a fiend, at this most detestable of 
raurders. He alone, of all the host of corruption, has 
cheered this banquet of royal assassins upon the blood of 
the brave. He alone declares the crimson stream to be 
a wholesome draught. He alone seems anxious to pledge 
Ferdinand still furtherin a beverage of blood! But is it 
not shocking that one should be found to do this—that 
one should be fourd to‘palliate the base assassination of a 
man in his chains!—of a prisoner in his dungeon—of a 
man for his honesty—of a soldier for his courage—and of 
a statesman for an incorruptible integrity. 

Talk of the cruelty which disgraces the East! In its 
worst features it is mercy to this horrible murder. No 
such hideous picture has before stained the history of the 
world. Despotism has often beén as bloody, but never so 
tnfamous as in this sanguinary deed. It has always had 
some colour, some plea, some pretence, some apology. 
It never before stood forward in the nzked personification 
ofa ruthless murderer, who-kills for the mere love of blood. 
After this I should not be surprised if Ferdinand were 
literally to fasten his tecth upon the very flesh of the next 
victim; and order his blood to be served up at his table. 
The people of this country hold this event in horror; but 
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it does not appear to me, that they fecl all the indignation 
which would become them. Thousands are ready to offer 
pecuniary assistance to the family of Riego, a part of which 
is in England: but the cause which has reduced them and 
theirs to distress is not sufficiently put forward. The 
PRINCIPLES of Riego ure slurred over. It is the man that is 
mourned, rather than the paTRioT. And thereis a large 
pa:ty in this country which has an interest in keeping the 
patriot out of view, and substituting the good man for the 
devoted hero in his country’s cause. This not the proper, 
the manly, the patriotic view of the question. There 1s 
hicher ground to be taken; and although it Is ‘necessa- 
ty to look at the misery which his death has entailed upon 
his family : and upon that which the failure of his enter- 
prise has entailed upon many of his countrymen ; it shouid 
not be overlooked that his death has sealed the cnaracter 
of his murderers, and that it is the duty, the imperious 
duty; of the patriots of every country to keep alive the 
feeling: that must avenge his aestruction. For what did 
he raise the standard of defiauce to despotism? For the 
liberty of his countrymen. For what offence haz he been 
murdered by the blasphemous allies # For that of seeking 
to establish the natural rights, and political equality of 
his species. Whom did he wish to serve? ‘The people. 
Who have destroyed him? The plundezers, the deceivers, 
and the oppressors of the people. Who then should 
mourn him, who avenge him, but the people? Unfortu- 
nately the people have not now the power to avenge his 
destruction. They cannot reach the mighty murderers 
who have robbed him of life. Louis of France, Ferdinand 
of Spain, Alexander of Russia, Francis of Austria, and Fre- 
derick of Prussia, are yet safe from the vengeance of the peo- 
ple. There is no charging through “ the thick array of their 
thronged legions.” ‘The tyrants are thickly encompassed 
with slaves, and tie freeman’s arm is powerless. But 
shall the bleod of their victims sink into the ground, be- 
cause it cannot be instantanecusly avenged? Shall these 
deeds be forgotten, because the quiver of justice is emptied 
of its arrows? Shall we bury the remembrance of these 
outrages, because we are not able to reach at once the 
monsters who perpetrate them! ‘This. would indeed be 
to “hie home to idle beds, and let high-sighted tyranny 
“rage on, till each man fell by lottery!’ Ne,§my friend ; 
MEN WoOuid treasure up the memory of such wrongs, un- 
ill they found a day of vevgeance and of triumph. Net 
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would they trust to the revival of the recollection, wheri 
the duty was brought within the reach of their perform- 
ance. Every means ought to be adopted to perpetuate 
a just sense of the duty—and to keep up a just apprecia- 
tion of these outrages committed upon humanity. It is a 
melancholy truth, that but few of the heroes who have 
sacrificed themselves for the people have ever been avenged 
by the people. ‘Tyranny never forgives where it can pu- 
nish a virtuous advocate of public Tights; and the people 
help to betray into its hands all who fight their battles. 
This it is that makes them slaves, and ke. ‘ps them so; and 
there is no other counteraction of this evil, but to stimu- 
late, by al possible means, the recollection of those cha- 
racters who have endeavoured to serve the people in spite 
of the people-——who have nobly }erformed their duty, and 
perished for those who had not courage to imitate th:m. 
Among the many examples of the men who have looked 
at honor with a steady eye, in spite of temptation to look 
aside, and danger to advance, none stands forward 
more prominently thin the late Gencral Riego. Nor 
Was there ever an individual whom it would better 
grace the history of England for Britain to} adopt, asa 
child of her glories, though a foreigner to ‘her climate. 
Riezo was one of the people. He possessed no fictitious 
claims to respect. He was not born in the usurpation of 
privileges which taught him to form a wrong estimate of 
himself, and of his fellow creatures. Pomp had no charms 
for him. He could look “ shallow greatness through ;”’ 
and despise the heartless pageantry, and mischievous pa- 
rade of royalty, and all the artificial degradations of the 

human race. On all occasions he opposed “ privilege’® 
~ and “‘ expedience” with a determination tbe most praise- 
worthy. There were many in Spain, as there are in all 
countries, Who were anxious to get rid of the tyranny 
of their priests and their king; but who were quite as 
anxious to retain the power of usurpation in their own 
hands. ‘To this party Riego was as dvterminately opposed, 
as to the royalist faction; and he has been the sacrifice 
of their united hatred. He was hated by one, and be- 
trayed by the other. There appears to have been no 
one but himself, who had det:rmined to live or 
die with the constitution. He alone put thie 
issue fairly upon his sword, and redeemed the 
conditions of his engagement. Even Mina has at last 
timely surrendered to the conquerors, and comes a fugitive 
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to our shores. The capture of Riego appears to have sealed 
the death of the constitution. While he lived, there was 
a knowledge that one heart could neither be corrupted, 
nor intimidated. While he lived, there was one sword 
that would not have been sheathed. Like Napoleon, 
while he breathed, no matter in what portion of the 
world, despotism would not have felt itself secure. But 
Riego, once taken, Riego dead, the constituticn was felt 
to be annihilated. The constitutionalists of Spain had tut 
one man amongst them; and he has been savagely but- 

chered at Madrid! It is not often that the death of a 
onan hero can interest deeply the feelings of En- 
glishmen. But Riego has died in the cause of the 
world; and the people of every country ought to 
ho!d themselves prepared, not merely to mourn, but to 
revenge his fate. Riego has been the martyr of the Holy 
Allies :-—aud if there be any bond of union between that 
blasphemous compact and England; he is not less the 
victim of the English Administration, than of tke des- 
potic cabinets. The fate that awaited Riego must have 
been known to our ministers for weeks before his murder 
was carried into execution. ‘Ihey could not expect that 
Ferdinand would spare such a man, without a strong and 
over bearing influence to curb his diabolical disposition. 
Porlier and “Lacy had before falleu under the murderous 
fangs of this royal tiger! His appetite for blood was too 
well know n, to let it be imagined that he would forego 
the beverage. It was then “the imperious duty of the 
ministry here to have demanded his life, both of the 
French and of the Spanish court. I do not say that the 
demand would have been attended to. England has sunk 
so low in continental estimation, that the demand might 
have been despised. Still it should have be.n made, if 
the English Cabinet did not wish to be thought consenting 
to his murder; andif it has not been made, I shall indeed 
blush for this country; unless the people take some de- 
cisive means of demonstrating that their hearts are as free 
from the reproach as their hands from the bloody deed. I 
have collected for thee all the melancholy particulars as 
they exist in the various accounts ; and remain, 

Thy friend and weil wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARE. 


DOCUMENTS RELATIVE YO THE MURDER OF 
RIEGO. 
Extract of a letter from Bayonne, November 11.— 
We have received our letters of Madrid up to the 7th 
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inclusive. At one o’clock on that day, the unfortunatc 
Riego was executed. The details of this execution are 
really painful. ‘ihe following are tiie particulars which 
are given us ;— 

“‘ The prisoner had been placed, as usual, ina cham- 
ber, where there is a crucifix. It was there he passed the 
ume preceding his execution, to which he was conducted or 
rather dragged, on a hurdic, drawn by an ass. It was 
with the greatest diffiiculty he ascended the ladder to the 
very lofty gibbet which had been erected, so ill was he in 
consequence of the fetters which had been put on him since 
his arrest ;—he died with great resignation and courage. 
As soon as the executioner made a sigual that he was 
dead, cries and hurrahs arose from all quarters, even from 
the balconies, in which were Priests aad Monks. 

‘“« ‘The public tranquility was not interrupted a moment, 
thanks to the precautions taken by the French Geueral, 
who caused numerous detachments to patrole the streets ; 
which were very necessary, as a crowd of persons was ob- 
served, who appeared to liave arms concealed under their 
cioaks, and who would have taken advaritage of the slight- 
est confusion to do mischief. That part of the sentence 
which decreed that the body of Riego should be divided 
lito five parts, aud sent to different places, has not been, 
and will not be, carried into effect.’, 





Extract cfa private letter from Madrid, dated November 
7, 1823. 

The Duke d’Angouleme left Madrid at 12 o’cleck, on 
the 4th inst.—As soon as his Royal Highness had quitted 
the Capital, the second Court of Aleades d’ Casa y Corte 
hasted the necessary preparations for making the ill-fated 
Riero drink the last drop of the chalice of bitterness. 
Many of those occupied in these preparations had but eight 
months before hailed himasa hero. He was transferred 
from the prison wiere he had hitherto been, to the public 
prison at an unusual hour of the night; there his sentence 
was 1ead to him, which was as fol:ows :—“< Don Raphael 
Riego is condemned to the capital punisiiment of the gib- 
bet; he is to bs dragged through all the street- leading 
to the place of exection, liis property to be confiscated 
to the profit of the King’s Chamber, and he is to pay the 
expenses of his trial.’ At 10 o’clock on the morning of 
the Sth he was led into the burnng Chapel (a room lighted 
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uj with funeral candles, and other emblems of death.) 
In this situation, which struck with grief every man 
possessed of a spark of proper feeling, Riego shewed the 
most unshrinking firmness. All he said w as, ‘* May God 
grant that my death may conduce to the happiness and 
tranquillity of Spain.’”? These words may not be forgotten, 
and may one day bring tears into the eyes of his murderers. 
—The unfortunate Riego was sent ta the scaffold in virtue 
of an ex post facto law, a circumstance which history will 
not forget, in recording these deplorable times. It was 
during the night of the 5th that the preparations were 
made for the exectition. A mongst the crowd of ferocious 
people who looked on with pleasure at the progress of 
this fatal work, some were remarked and fully recognized 
to be the same, who ona very different but not distant 
occasion, had shouted in the ears of Riego, “ Viva el heros 
de las Cabezas!’ To day (7th) the execution took place 
at the Plaza de la Cebada. Here and in all the adjacent 
streets there was an immense crowd of people, amongst 
whom were numbers of monks and priests, as also in the 
windows. Silence preva'led during bis passage from the 
prison to the fatal spot. During his agonizing march, and 
to the last instant of his existence, he exhibited all the 
calmness and serene courage of a generous nature, willing 
to be sacrificed in the cause of his country. On mounting 
the scaffold, his legs appeared to be feeble ; they were 
evidently swelled, probably in consequence of his recent 
illness, and the weight of the irons with which he had 
been loaded. When the executioner made a sign that he 
had ceased to exist, a viva was sent forth by a number of 
persons close to the gibbet, which was of an immense 
height. The stupid and ferocious rabble wore an air of 
gavage Satisfaction in their countenances, as also several of 
Riego’s inveterate enemies.——But it is only justice to 
State, that many others, certainly not by any means well 
inclined towards him or his principles, could not refrain 
from tears at his doleful end. I cannot, at present, 
enter into further details, for my heart is too full, and my 


head too confused, after witnessing this’ deplorable and 
lugubrious spectacle. 








Madrid, Nov. 10, 1823. 
Since my last, the most important event that has occur: 
red has been the execution of Riego, pursuant to the sen- 


tence, that he should be drawn to a place of execution 
and hung. 
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On the 4th, in the middle of the night, he was remo- 
ved from “ El Seminario de las Nobles,’ where he had 
been confined, to the Prison “ de la Corte,” and at noon” 
the next day, the sentence being read to him, he was con- 
ducted to the chapel, with a couple of friars to assist him 
in his devotions, as is customary, forty-eight hours pre- 
vious to his execution. / table with a crucifix was placed 
in the street, opposite to the prison, to receive the offer- 
ings of the pious and charitable for the purpose of defrayiug 
the expenses of the funeral, and for the saying of masses. 
Curiosity was excited to see somet! ing of the last hours 
of a man whose name had resounded so much throughout 
Europe during the preceding three years, and numbers 
applied for permission to see him, both before and after 
the trial, but none were indulged. The lawyers connect- 
ed with the proceedings and the friars choosing to be his 
only observers, advisers, and consolers. 

On the 7th the crowd began to assemble as early as nine 
o’clock round the doors of the prison, and in the Callede 
Toledo, through which he was to pass to the Plaza de 
Cavada, where the scaffold was erected. Riego had re- 
quested that none but the Spanish guards or troops of the 
line might attend, the French Commandant therefore only 
interfered so far as to place a few piquets of French Ca~ 
valry at the opening of the streets, to preserve order; 
and there were no Royalist volunteers or other soldiers to 
line the streets; a few lancers riding up and down to keep 
the way clear. About half past twelve the unfortunate 
man was brought to the outward prison door, pale and 
emaciated, scarcely exhibiting signs of life: his coat had 
been stripped off, and be was covered, from the neck to 
the feet, with a white linen robe de chambre, fastened with 
a cord round the waist. His hands aad feet were tied, 
and he was seated on a sort of matted hurdle, with a pil- 
low to support him, and friars on either side to keep him 
up, and afford him spiritual comfort. In his hand was 
placed a small print of the crucifixion. A few horse sol- 
diers went first, the constables and officers belonging to 
the prison, an image of CHRIST on the cross, the ass 
dragging the hardle, a number of ecclesiastics and friars, 
and a body of cavalry, completed the procession. In the 
streets and at the balconies, with few exceptions, there 
were multitudes to witness it: the exceptions were of 
these honses (and those the best) whose proprietors or 
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occupiers had been friends to Riego. The greatest order 
and silence prevailed. Not an insulting word escaped 
from any. Little could be seen of him, as he bent his 
head on his bosom, except once or twice he raised his 
looks to the Friar who kept speaking to him. On arrival 
at the foot of the scaffold, he was lifted from the hurdle 
and seated on the first step, where he made his confession, 
This ended, he was lifted up the ladder almost to the top, 
and while the executioner fastened the rope about his 
neck, the Priest addressed the bystanders, desiring for 
him the forgiveness of those whom he might have of- 
fended, as he forgave all his en2mies. 


The belief was then begau, and on coming to the words 
Jesus CuristT, he was thrown off from the side, and 
here occurred the most barbarous spectacle, though a hu- 
mane act to the sufferer. The hangman jumped upon his 
shoulders, jerking himself several times, and covering the 
face with a handkerchief, which he soon took off again 
and waved in brutal triumph as a signal for the people to 
cry out “ Viva el Rey,’ but among some thousands, a 
few hundreds only joined in it, and few repeated it a second 
time, ‘Two men were below under the scaffold to pull the 
legs, so that a sense of pain was momentary. A savage 
from the crowd struck the body with his fist, which was 
the only insult offered. In the evening it was taken to 
the nearest church, and at nignt was interred at the Campo 
Santo, by the “ Hermandad de Canidad y Paz’”’—an in- 
stitution framed for acts of this nature, and who defray all 
charges when the collections are insufficient. 





A letter from Madrid of the 7th gives the following: 
Riego does not any longerexist. He arrived at the place 
of Cebada, where he was hanged at a certain height. 
During the whole of the way from the prison to the scai- 
fold, tne greatest silence reigned. The place and streets 
were filled with an immense populace. There were seen 
at the windows a great number of priests. Ricgo was 
calm and resigned, but he experienced great pain, owing 
to his legs being swollen by the heavy irons he had worn 
since his arrest. ‘here appeared amongst the lower class 
of the people a great number who had under their cloaks 
sabres, carabines, 2nd pistols ; but peace was not disturbed 
umoment. This wasno doubt owing to Gencral Verdier, 


who was present with his Staff A great number of 
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French patroles paraded the streets and the place of ex- 
ecution. 
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OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, Ke. . RELATIVE ° TO 
THE LATE GENERAL RIEGO. | 





The following is a copy of the petition of Madame 
Riego and the Canon D. Miguel del Riego to the King of 
France, on behalf of their relative the late General ; and 
also of the correspondence between the Canon Riego, the 
lrench Ambassador, Mr. Secretary Canning, &c. 

No. 1. 

MonsEIGNEUR,—The brother of General Riego, Canon 
of the Cathedral of Oviedo, takes the liberty to address 
you for the purpose of obtaining an audience. 

You certainly cannot doubt the great interest which the 
undersigned feels in the fate of his brother. In the charac- 
ter of brother, and in those of uncle, tutor, and only sup- 
port of Madame Riego, who is at present in London in the 
most deplorable state of health, the undersigned thinks it 
animperative duty to do all that is in his power to save the 
hfe of Don Raphael del Riego. 

In appealing to the generosity of the French nation, the 
uudersigned flatters himself that he shall succeed in an un- 
dertaking, which, without any political feeling, he con- 
siders.a sacred duty that nature has imposed upon him. 

Accept, Monsieur, the assurance of my perfect consi- 
deration. 

MicgurEt Dex RIkGOo, 

London, Oct. 12. Canon of Oviedo. 
Prince de Polignac, Ambassador of France. 


No. II. 


The Prince de Polignac has received a letter from Mon- 
sieur the Canon Miguel del Riego, who has done him 
the honour to write to him, to demand an audience. 
Being under the necessity of going to-morrow morning 
very early into the country, for several days, the Prince 
de Polignac regrets the impossibility of acceding to the in- 
terview desired by Monsieur the Canon Miguel del Riego ; 
besides his brother being a prisoner of the Spaniards and 
not of the French, it would be losing time, perhaps preci- 
ous, to treat with the French Ambassador in London, rela- 
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ve toan affair, in which unhappily, he can be of ne 
service. 

Portland Place, Oct. 12. 

No. It. 

MoNSEIGNEUR,—The Canon D. Miguel del Riego, 
brother to Don Raphael exceedingly regrets that cireum- 
stances prevented him from having the audience with M. le 
Prince Polignac, which he presumed to demand, the more 
so as the kindness of his reply gives him reason to hope 
that a happy result would have ensued. 

Without examining whether Don Raphael ought to be 
considered a prisoner of the Spaniards or of the French; 
it is clear that his fate is in the hands of the French Go- 
vernment, who can, by an all-powerful intervention with 
the existing Government of Spain, shelter him from the 
evils which thzeaten him ; and assuredly his most Christ- 
ian Majesty will never disdain to undertake the delightful 
task of mediator, so conformable to the holy religion 
which he professes, so analogous to the sentiments of 
rnoble-born men. 

It is on this account, that the young and suffering 
spouse Of Don Raphael, and the Canon his brother, dare 
to turn their eyes towards the throne of St. Louis, and 
tu send to you the enclosed petition, for the purpose 
(should it meet your approbation) of placing it before the 
eyes of your merciful King. 

They also take the liberty to beg of the Prince Polig- 
nac, to allow them to send through the medium of his 
embassy and go,ernment, an open letter for the unhappy 
captive, which will only contain their impotent but sin- 
cere prayers. ‘The Prince Polignac would fil! the hearts 
of this unhappy family with gratitude, if he would grant 
them his powerful protection, and if he would deign to 
add some words to testify the interest which, doubtless; 
their misfortunes and his charitable and generous disposi- 
tion inspire him with. 

There has been in our age so many political convulsions; 
that there is hardly a public, or even a private man, who 
has not met, either in himself or in those who are dear to 
hii, the bitterness of those afflictions to which man is 
exposed in consequence of difference in opinions. Happy 
those whom PROVIDENCE, in restoring to power and in- 
fluence, grants the opportunity of extending their com- 
passion even to them whose opinions they dislike, but 
whose afilictions they cam pity and relieve ! 


No. 22, Vo]. XI. 
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Tic wife of Don Raphael del Riego joins her signature 
with thatof her brother in law, uncle, tutor, and guard- 
ing, as he is also of her seven young orphan sisters and 
a Pa this unhappy day, the anniversary of her 
birth, and that also on which she, two years ago, was 
married to her unfortunate uncle, begging the Prince Po- 
henac to grant her his powerful protection. 

Accept, Sicnseigneur, the profound consideration with 
which we, the undersigned, remain, wishing you perfect 
happiness. 

MARIA ‘PeERESA Devt Rreco Y RtiEco. 
MiGuEL Det Rreco, Canon of Oviedo. 
27, Alfred-place, Goswell -treet road, Oct. 15, 1823. 
No. IV. 

Sire ,—The wife and b rother of Don R aphael del Riego, 
overwhelmed with erief, and apprehensive that a fatal 
destiny will befal him unless an all- -powerful and merciful 
hand should intervene, come to implore your august pro- 
tection, convinced that the accents of afiliction will not 
penetrate in vain to the heart of your most Christian Ma- 
jesty. 

Deign, Sire, to receive a prayer dictated by nature— 
deign to cast the look of mercy on the tears of the young 
spouse and niece of the unhappy Riego, far removed from 
her husband by the events of war, and deprived, in conse- 
quence of an oppressive and painful illness, of the consola- 
tion and means of soothing his misfortunes. Deign to look 
with benevolence on the prayers of a brother united to him 
from infancy by the most lively and tender attachment. It 
is to you alone, Sire, that the y can address themselves, in 
their profound afiliction. itis from you alone they can 
hope to find relief in their misfortunes. The King of Spain 
will not refuse to you the life of a man; and you will be 
the liberator, the saviour, the father, of a distresesd and 
sorrowful family. 

Whatever fatality may have caused him to take part in 
public affairs; whatever may. be the errors, the crimes, 
which his adversaries impute to him, he has never r shewn 
himself sanguinary or ambitious. 

The eratitude of all his family to the august author of 
his happiness would have no limits, were the powerful 
intervention of your most Christian Majesty to procure to 
him the opportunity of retiring to the peaceful career of a 
private and obscure life. 
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The brother, Don Miguel del Riego, during twenty 
years a Canon of the Cathedral of Ovi iedo, has cained no- 
thing by the political events of which Spain has been the 
theatre ; he is neither a statesmannora_ politician, he only 
speaks to your Majesty as a Brother and a Christian. It is 
humanity—it is the all-powerful ties of blood—it is the 
sentiments which nature imspires, and which religion ap- 
proves, that engages him in this undertaking, encouraged 
by internal conviction, that your Majesty will freely yield 
to the voice of humanity and religion. 

Sire, we remain, 

Your Majesty’s most humble and obedient servants, 
MARIA TERESA DEL RIEGO Y RIEGO: 
MIGUEL DEL RIEGO, Canon of Oviedo. 

London, Ost. 15, 1823. 

No. V. 

The Prince de Polignac has received with the letter 
which the Canon Don Miguel del Riego has done him the 
honor to address to him, the two enclosed letters; he will 
hasten to transmit by this evening’s post, to his Exceliency 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs to Sis Most Christian Ma- 
jesty, the letter w hich is to be presented to his Majesty ; 
and will solicit his Excellency to forward, as soon as 
possible, to Don Raphael del Riezo that which is ad- 
dressed to him. 

Don MIGUEL DEL RIEGO. 
London, Oct. 17, 1823. 

The Canon Don Miguel del Riego, not receiving any 
answer to the Petition addressed to the King of France, 
thought proper to forward the following letter, through 
the medium of Mr. Canning, to the French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, the Viscount Chateaubriand. 


No. VI. 

Sir,—With hearts sunk in the depths of affliction, the 
wife and brother of General Riego, now pining in the 
dungeons of Madrid, solicit you (and they feel they shall 
not solicit you in vain), as a Chief Minister of this great 
Empire, to use your influence in endeavouring to avert 
the destiny which now awaits the beloved object of their 
most ardent affection. They flatter themselves that the 
slightest interfererence on the part of England would 
save the life of Genera! Riego. tn the name ofa just 
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and merciful Gon, they pray you to use your influence 
with your humane and benienant Sovereign. To his 
heart their tale of sorrow could not fail to make an eifec- 
tive appeal. 

They need not urge to you, Sir—who with eloquence 
as forcrble as it was just, denounced in the British Parlia- 
ment the interference of France in the affairs of Spain— 
the injustice, and, 1udeed, gross impolicy of the proceed- 
ings against Riego. You are aware, Sir, that the act for 
which he was condemned was performed under the au- 
thority of a system of Government acknowledged by every 
European Power. 

The enclosed letter addressed to his Excellency the 
Viscount de Chateaubriand you will, perhaps, do them 
the honour of reading, as well as of forwarding it, as 
soon as possible, to that Minister.—lI have the honour to 
be with great respect, your very obedient and very hum- 
ble servant, 

MIGUEL DEL R1eEGo, Canon de Oviedo. 

London, Nov. 14, 1823. 

To the Right Hon. George Canning. 
No. VII. 

Most Excrenctent Sir,—The irresistable voice of 
nature strikes the oppressed bosom of a young wife, sick, 
abandoned, far from the land of her birth, and separated 
from her beloved husband, united to him by the ties of 
blood, whom the chances of war and the vicissitudes of 
the political revolution which still agitates his country 
have thrown into the obscurity of a dungeon, where her 
imagination, fell of grief and borror, presents him to her 
at every instant surrounded with dangers and afilictions. 
Nota single letter—not a single word from her unfortu- 
nate husband—from a man more admired for his virtnes 
and humanity than even for the bravery of his actions—has 
come to tranquilize her ill-fated existence, two months 
having elapsed since he became a prisoner to the French 
arms.—Her uncle and brother in law, the only brother of 
Don Raphael del Riego, whose habits, whose literary 
life, whose ecclesiastical character, appeared to insure to 
him an obscure, tranquil existence within the precincts of 
the temple, finds himself huried amidst the agitations of 
the political world, banished from his country, and re- 


pulsed from the alta: as an unworthy Minister of Rell- 
gion. 
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in this situation, truly tragical and lamentable, aggra- 
vated by their total ignorance of the fate of three younger 
brothers, the eldest scarcely twenty-one years ofage, and 
three infant sisters, all dispersed over the face of the Pe- 
mnsula, without a father, without a mother, and with- 
out the shelter and support of their guardian and uncle— 
who giving vent to the tender sentiments of father, bro- 
ther, ‘leoal protector, and natural friend, exclaims, on 
seeing the dreadful storm which threatens completely to 
destroy his whole family, direeting himself to your Ex- 
cellency—for what crime committed against heaven or 
earth is this unhappy brother so cruelly persecuted? Is 
it an unpardonabie crime in the eyes of civilized France, 
for the young soldier,who during the period of five years 
spent in her bosom, inbibed the truths of morality, of philo- 
sophy, and of the rights which all nations possess to endea- 
vour to establish a system of political happiness—to 
have wished to assert the same principles which he had 
imbibed from the moral maxims and enchanting re- 
flections of the author of the Martyrs and of the Genius 
of Christianity. Is it a crime, thata valiant youth, in 
whose hands shone the arms of his country—that country 
which he has traversed from Cape Finisterre to the co- 
lumns of Hercules, from the Bidassca to the Tagus, hear- 
ing the cries of discontent, and seeing the misery, disorder 
and degradation into which the immorality and the insatia- 
ble avarice of the evil councillors of Ferdinand an unhap- 
pily sunk her—is it an ee crime, I say, that he 
should have raised his voice on the banks of the Gosdalass, 
and exclaimed to his compatriots “ Ferdinand is our King ! 
Ferdinand is not a tyrant! fear not to repeat the echo of 
Las Cabezas ; let that sound in his ears and Spain will 
be happy, and Ferdinand will behold himself surrounded 
by his children!’ Oh! shall deeds of valour, of huma- 
nity, of suffering, of constancy, and the sacrifice of health 
and of life, offered up on the altars of his country to 
ameliorate the condition of his fellow citizens—actions 
which constitute the prominent feature of heroism, be 
blotted out from among the names ofthe social virtues, 
and placed in a black catalogue of crimes ? 

The sword which became a national trophy, and which 
was solemnly decrecd to belong to the people alone—the 
Jivmus which were heard by joyful Andalusia, and resoun- 


er 


ee 








f4i6 THE BLACK DWARF. 


ded on. the banks of the Ebro and the Mino, afterward: 
repeated with approbation on those of the Seine, the 
Thames, the Danube, and the Hibe—the patriot soldier, 
who thrice refused to be girded by ines sash of the General, 
with which it pleased his Monarch to remunerate him, as 
well as to nominate him bis Aid-de-camp—the head, which 
was decorated with the civic crowns of the olive and the 
rose, presented to him by an enraptured people, filled 
with enthusiasm of the purest pleasure; will this sword, 
I ask, be converted (as now so madly and audaciously 
some pretend,) in the pages of severe history, into the 
blocdy dagger of a man-destroying rebel? Will these 
patriotic hymns be changed into the bitter sarcasms of ironi- 
cal songs ; and will the serene forehead of a virtuous man, 
who deserved of his King and country the title of their 
best servant, be traduced as vile and treacherous @ 

Let, Sir, his destiny be whatever Heaven may please 
—ietit be such that may draw upon his devoted head 
all the unbridled passions of a pernicious policy—of blood- 
thirsty vengeance, and of the insatiable hatred of fana- 
ticism—yet never shail the virtues of Riego be conver- 
ted into crimes, and never willthe Government of France 
be able to wash away the stain, which shall for ever cover 
it, should they allow a General, whom the French arms 
had defeated in that ficid in which he fought under the or- 
ders of his King, denying to him the rights of a prisoner 
of war, to falla sacrifice to maniac passions—passions 
which, if not repressed, will terminate in shaking, even 
to their foundations, the legitimate thrones of all existing 
dynasties. 

The pen of the Canon Riego, not aceustomed to write 
upon matters of state, delineates upon paper the sentiments 
which animate his bosom in favour ofa brother, without 
fearing to displease a Minister, whom he cannot look upon 
in any ’ other hieht than as a man of sense, an enlightened 
philosopher, and a profound writer. Were he, however, 
allowed, in advocating a cause which he is so much inte- 
rested in pleading, to mix some political considerations, 
how many could he not present to the superior understand- 
ing of the sagacious Minister, calculated to prevail upon 
him to exert all his influence in the Cabinet of his most 
Christian Majesty to save the French Government from 
such enormous disgraces, and to acquire to himself the 
glory of an action, as just as it is humane. 
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ean be inflicted on hieao t han the Spl irit-destraving refiec- 
tions Which must cow egitate his bosom, at secing the cone 


duct of those very men upon wh: 
knowledge, and politi c al for sloht, 
of seeing the throne of iis King established aud 

and the nent) of all bis fellow citizens secured and 
promoted? And how have his companions in arms, who 
on so many Cccasionus mixed the sacred names of religion, 

country, liberty, and Kiag, with his own celebrated one, 
behaved! How have wie defended (if I may be allowed 
the expression) the workof Riego ? ‘Then what greate 

punishment—wuai more cruel sufferings \y here 
then is the political reason for considerins the oxistence of 
Riego as terrible ? 

But if so many powe orfal reasons snould not be snfficient 
to move your Excellency to the performance of the action 
of saving Riego » (an :action as noble as it is glsrious), let 
the bitter tears of his <istracted, exiled, beart-sunken 
wite, fading away in the flower of her age with a con- 
sumptive disease, excite in your heart the feeling of com- 
passion, and urge you ta doa deei for which your name 
shall be blessed by renerations yet unborn. Oh! why 
was she ever Separaicd from her mother’s womb !—W hy 
did the leht of heaven ever shine upon her pale cheek ! 
Surely not that she m rhe hve 50 ¢ ruelly —s0 Darbarously 
tormented. 

Eight and twenty days have elapsed since a wife, 
drowned in tears, and a brother agitated with a thousand 
inquietudes, threw themselves cn the es of the 
Most Christian King, through the medium of Prince de 
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Pouesac, who assurcd them 1 that their ardent prayers, by 
means of your Excellency, would reach his august ears 3 


but even the smail consolation of knowing that such has 
been the case, bas never arrived to sooth their anxiety or 
their grie’s. Louis ought to safe France—Louis ought 
to save Spain. An afilicted wife and a disconsolate 
brother place their trust in Chateaubriand for the salvation 
of the life of Riego. 

MARIA TERESA DEL RIEGO. Y RIEGO. 

MIGUEL DEL RIEGO, Canon of Oviedo. 

27, Alfred-place, London, Nov. 14, 1823. 
His Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
to his Most Christian Majesty. 
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No. Vil. 
New Burlington-strcet, Sunday Morning’. 
Nov. 16, 1823. : 

Sirr,—Having received the letter which you addressed 
to Mr. Secretary Canning on the 14th inst., | did not lose 
a moment In forwarding it to him, though I knew that he 
was already on his return to London. 

This morning | received instructions from Mr. Canning 
to send off your letter to the Viscount de Chateaubriand 
by an especial messenger ; Which instructions | was on 
the point of executing, when the arrival of intedlizence 
from Paris prevented me from doing so. With that in- 
telligence you are probably too well ‘acquainted. —! have 
the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient, and humble 
servant, 

JoseEPH PLANTA, Jun. 

To the Canon Miguel del Riego. 

P.S.—I return the letter which you intended for Mons. 
de Chateaubriand. 











—— - —— — 


QUESTION OF POPULATION. 





Sir,—Although {do not agree in the view which you 
take of the important subject of population, i cannot suffi- 
ciently applaud your liberality in leaving your pages open 
to the discussion of the question ; a dogree of toleration, 
which, I am sorry to say, few persons who take your side 
of this question, can be prevailed on to allow. I hasten 
to avail myself of this liberty of discussion, for the pur- 
pose of combating the objections which you stated in your 
last number against the plan of checking population ; ob- 
jections which appear to me founded on a mistaken view 
of the circumstances upon which the condition of the la- 
bouring classes depends. 

It is unnecessary for me to prove, that the working peo- 
ple are in a state of miserable poverty, since you admit this, 

and have longbeen exerting yourself for the benevolent 
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purpose of improving their condition. We differ only as 
to the cause of the distress; which I maintain to be, ex- 
cess of population, as compared with the means of sub- 
sisteunce. You, on the contrary, affirm, that popuiation 
has no teudency to increase beyond the means of subsis- 
tence ; and that misgovernment is the only cause of the 
distressed condition of the working classes. 

i should be very sorry to extenuate the miseries of mis- 
government. Iam, equally with yourself, a friend to a 
Radical Reform in the Commons House of Parhament ;— 
aud if I could belicve, as you appear to do, that such a 
Reform can only be effected by keeping the people in po- 
verty, I should perhaps hesitate to urge the plan of check- 
ing population, until after a Reform should have been ob- 
tained. But I cannot agree with you, that the working 
classes will not reform the government unless they are 
miserable. On the contrary, I think that so long as they 
are in poverty, Reform may be delayed for an unlimited 
period ; but if they were in the receipt of high wages, 
they would have Ivisure to turn their atiention}to the abu- 
ses of government ; and those abuses could not fail of be- 
ing speedily reformed. 

1.— You maintain that population has no tendency to in- 
crease beyond the means of subsistence. I feel convinced 
that you are entirely mistaken ; but thisis a question ofsome 
complication ; and although I shall be ready to discuss it 
whenever you please, the practical conclusion, as far as 
regards the poor man may be shown without making it 
depend on this question ; and to this point attention is 
now requesied. 

You admit the fact of the distress ; but you ascribe it to 
misguvernment ; meaning, I presume, over-taxation. Now 
over-taxalion cannot lower wages. It may, indeed, you 
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thus injure the working classes as much asif it operated 
directly to reduce wages. 1 shall not enter into this ques- 
tion at present. I shall concede the point. But I hope to 
convince you that it does not affect the question. [ admit, 
for argument sake, that the present rate of wages is such 
as would enable the labourer to live in comfort and happi- 
ness, but for the pressure of taxation. 

My argument remains the same :—the laborer is now in 
distress. If he had doutle his present wages, with only 
the same amount of taxation, he would be in distress no 
longer. Now each man would have double his present 
wages, if the numbers of the peopie had not been too ra- 
pidly increased. 

Does not every working man know, that his employer 
would give him hizher wages, if he were not sure of ob- 
taining as many men as he wants at the present rates? 
And isit not clear that he could not obiain men, if men in 
sufficient quantity and out of employment, were not to be 
had? 

There is now a certain quantity of employment. There 
are aS many men as can be employed, and more; for there 
isa great number of men out of work. These men, who 
are out of work, must either starve, ov agree to take 
lower wages than their neighbours. The consequence is, 
that wages are low, and employment being regarded as a 
favor, the working man is often compelled to submit to 
incivility and insolence from his employer. 

Suppose that, instead of excess, there was a deficiency 
of laborers. At present a capitalist can always obtain 
workmen, but a workman cannot always find an employer. 
Suppose this order of things reversed: suppose that there 
were fewer men than are wanted for the purpose of pro- 
duction. All the laborers would then be fully employed, 
and as more would be wantea than it would be possible to 
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procive, some capitalists, in order to allure the men from 
their former employers, would offer high wages; this 
would compel the former employers to do the same. 
Wages would therefore be high, and employment would 
no longer be considered as a favor, but on the contrary, 
a laborer would be doing a favor to a capitalist, by work- 
ing for him, and the capitalists would be compelled to 
treat thelr workmen well. 

I infer that it isalways wiso tu the laborers, to keep 
down their uumbers » little below the means of employ- 
ment. No men would then be ever out of work; the 
difficulty of procurins: workmen would compel the capita- 
lists to offer high wares, and this they would do in spite 
ofany law to the contrary, however severe that lan 
might be. 

If then so much good 1s to be done by keepme down 
the numbors of the working people, the only question is, 
between one modo of keeping them down, and another. 
Itis for the people themsc!ves to decide. For my own 
part, Leonsider the plan of checking population, to be 
that which unites the most advantaves with the fewest 
disadvantages. 

All this, you see, does not depend in any degree upon 
the tendency of population to increase beyond the means 
of subsistence. It depends upon nothing but what every 
working man must know: that ifthere were fewer men, 
there would not be any men out of work ; and that if there 
were no men ont of employment, the men who are in 
employment could make their own terms with the capita- 
talists. | 

I1—You say, that it would be better to take off the 
taxes than to diminish the population. I too am desirous 
that the taxes should be taken off: but if there were no 
taxes upon the working classes at all. there 
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many men out of cmployment as before: although they 
who are employed would be better off as long as their 
present wages continued ; but, as there would still be 
more labourers than could obtain employment, the same 
process of bidding at lower wages against one another 
would continue, and wages speedily be reduced again 
to the‘lowest possible amount ; reduced too, observe, by 
the competition of the working people themselves. 
Besides, when a mode of benefiting the working classes, 
viz. by limiting their numbers, is pointed out, it is no 
answer to point to another mode of benefiting them, viz. 
by taking off the taxes: for this, unfortunately, you have 
not yet in your power, (and yet there is no reason why 
the peoy le should be kept miserable in the interim:) and 
besides, if you had, why not do both? 

I cannot agree in the sentiments which you express in 
the following sentence; ‘‘ We do not wish men to be 
‘« comfortable, if they could be so for a period under a 
‘« bad system.”’ 1 do wish men to be comfortable, whether 
under a bad system or a good one. What is it that consti- 
tutes a bad system, if it is not the diccomfort which it 
produces. Good government is not the end of all human 
actions. Though a highly important means, it is still 
only a means, to an end: and that end is happiness. 

IT admit that I should desire for the people something 
more than merely good clothing and plenty of food. But 
it remains to be shewn that their chance of obtaining that 
something more, will be in any degree dimiiished by their 
being well fed and clothed. I feel confident that it will 
be increased. Until they are well fed, they cannot be 
well instructed: and until they are well instructed, they 
cannot emancipate themselves from the double yoke of 
priestcraft and of reverence for superiors. 


Placed as is your observation, Just quoted, among many 
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ethers of similar import, I cannot but view it as a sort of 
acknowledgment, that the people would be made more 
comfortable by limiting their numbers. If they, too, can 
be convinced of this, I have no fear of their hesitating to 
adopt the means from apprehension of its retarding the 
epoch of a Radical Reform. 

A circumstance which appears to weigh with you, 1s, 
that you think the plan of checking population a device 
of the rich to oppress the poor. So far is this from being 
the case, that it is entirely contrary to the interests of the 
rich that any check to population should come into general] 
adoption. 

It isthe interest of the master manufacturers, thata great 
number of hands should readily offer themselves at low 
wages. Now I have shewn, that if the numbers of the 
people were limited to a sufficient degree, wages would 
be high, and workmen could not always ¥e readily ob- 
tained. 

III. You say, “ Wages have decreased in England, in 
a ratio with the accumulation of capital ; not because 
there arc too many Jakourers, but because capital, being 
the ruling principle, can compel them to labour upon 
“its own conditions.” It istrue, that when the population 
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is excessive, the capitalist can lose nothing by dismissing 
him—that another man, of equal bodily powers, will im- 
mediately offer himselfat the same, or even lower wages, 
—he is forced to cringe to his master, and submit to any 
indignity rather than be turned out. If labourers were 
few in comparison to the demand for them—if labour, and 
not employment for labour, were the article in request: 
—if every working man knew that when dismissed he 
could easily obtainemployment, while his master could not 
so readily obtain another labourer, he would then be as in- 
dependent as his employer. 
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Look at North America! Is the labourer there the 
slave of the capitalist? You will say, this is owing to 
good government. ‘To prove the contrary, | refer you to 
the English colonies, to Nova Scotia, for instance ; 
and the English colonies are among the worst governed 
countries in the universe. Yet in Nova Scotia the labour- 
er is highly paid, and perfectly independent; nor does 
any rich man dare to oppress or insult him. This is only 
because there is a deficiency of labourers, below the 
number which capitalists wish to employ. 

In some parts of the south of France, the working peo- 
ple are well paid, and well provided with necessaries and 
comforts. This I affirm from my own observation. There 
however, population is regulated. Yet there the govern- 
ment is not good. The same isthe case in some parts of 
the Austrian dominions, under one of the most despotic 
governments upon record. In both these countries the 
people are kept, through the efforts of bad government, 
in a state of great mental degradation, and consequently 
unable to avail themselves of the advantages they might 


otherwise possess, which in time they will possess, and 
which the people of this country might almost immedi- 


ately possess. 

Not only the master manufacturer but the landowner 
also, has an interest in over population. A large popula- 
impliesa high state cf cultivation, and dear corn. Now 
a high price of corn is the cause of high rents; an highly 
cultivated farm will yield an increased rent at the expira- 
tion of the lease. Both sections of the rich ;—the land- 
owners and munufacturers are thus interested in the 
excessive population; the former for high rents; the 
latter for that of low wages, and high profits. 

Nor is this all. Both landlords and manufactures have 
an obvious interest in keeping the working classes in 3 
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state of abject poverty. These gentlemen knew that 
while the great body of the people are compelled to work 


fourteen hours a day, they cannot turn their attention to 


the abuses of the government. They can neither instruct 


themselves, nor send their children to be instructed. From 
want of leisure, their thinking powers can never be suf- 
ficiently developed, to repel the prejudices which make 
them the slaves of priests and kings. 

So long as excess of population was regarded as an ir- 
remedable evil, the doctrine was taken up and patronized 
by the aristocracy: who wished the people to infer, that 
misgovernment was but a trivial evil, and that it was idle 
to oppose it, since the lower classes must always be in 
poverty, under a good, or under a bad gevernment. But 
now that remedy is pointed out, for excess of population ; 
a remedy, which, if adopted, would produce high wages, 
and would enable the people to instruct themselves, and 
to reform their government ; 1 venture to predict that the 
rich, but above all, the clergy will do all in their power 
to prevent the adoption of the plan, so well calculated 
to elevate the scale of being. As soon as they shall per- 
ceive that it is coming into use, they will rail against it 
in the pulpit, will persecute in every possible way, and 
without mercy all whom they suspect to have made use of 
it. But all their efforts will be useless; andif the super- 
stitions of the nursery are discarded, we may hope ere 
long to see the English people well paid, well instructed, 
and eventually well governed. 


IV. L have only room to say a few words against the 
objection that this plan is a violation of the laws of nature. 
Those laws are no more violated by checking population 


than by any other mode of turning to useful purposes the 


properties of matter. Itisnot in the power of man, a 


being of limited faculties, to violate the laws of nature. 
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But he can avail himself of one law to counteract another 
It is alaw of nature that the sexual intercourse, if not are 
tificially prevented, occasions the generation of children. 
But it is also alaw of nature, that man shall seek happi- 
ness; and that he shail avail himself, for that purpose, of 
other laws of nature. 

You say, ima former article; ‘‘ With all due deference 
“to those who wish to keep down the population to the 
‘means of subsistence. I think this might be very safely 
« Jeft to Providence which has spread so plentiful a table 
‘for all his creatures:’’ and in a latter article; ‘“‘ We can 
“trust the Ruler of all things, not only with ‘his sky’ but 
‘all the principles which he has called into action, to re- 
“ oulate themselves.” 

You do not trust the Almighty with “Ins sky.” You 
do not indeed prevent the rain from falling at unseasonable 
times: the true reason of which | take to be that you can- 
not. But you do all in your power to shelter yourself 
from its fall: you put up an umbrella, and cover your 
house with a roof, to prevent the rain, which Providence 
has sent, from injuring your person cr your property. ‘The 
charge of violating the laws of nature may thus be retorted 
upon yourself. To check population is not more unna- 
tural than to make use of an umbrella. If either of these 
operations is a counteraction of the designs of Providence, 
both are equally so. Again, when you speak of leaving 
to Providence the care of checking population, you seem 
not to be aware of the length to which this argument may 
be carried. A man who leaves every thing to Providence, 
will not succeed in many of his undertakings. ‘‘ God helps 
those who help themselves: and you might as well leave 
to Providence the care of producing food, as that of pre- 


venting either the waste or useless consumption of It. 
A. M. 
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